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Week 25 – Vigil and Communion 
 
This is our final lesson of the year and we can use it to summarize the points 
about the Eucharist from that unit but also to summarize the entirety of the year. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into this room that we might grow to 
understand how our life together binds us with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and that same Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Texts for Discussion 
 
• Easter Vigil (BCP 294–295) 
• Preface for Easter (BCP 379) 
 
Primary Take Aways 
 
• The Easter Vigil emphasizes the cosmic scope of God’s love for the world. When 
we celebrate the Eucharist in this context, we are being united to God in the way 
that God longs for all of creation. 
 
Important Links to Previous Weeks (“Where We Are”) 
 
• Picture of Jesus’ Baptism and its link to our baptism and to creation 
• Order of the Easter Vigil 
• Order of the Eucharist 
 
Important Background 
 
• See the unit on the Eucharist 
 
Structure 
 
In this lesson, our goal is to compare the way the Vigil celebrates communion and 
how that shows us new ways that our weekly celebration of communion is 
important. 
 

Discussion questions: 
• For those of us who have been to the Vigil, did you notice anything 
different about the celebration of the Eucharist in that context? 

 
At our church, we use Eucharistic Prayer D, so that is different, but we are also 
instructed to remain standing in a way that we aren’t on a usual Sunday. It’s very 
Eastern Orthodox to remain standing during communion. There are bells and 
lots of alleluias. Those things change what we’ve been doing during Lent. 
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But we can even go simpler: this celebration feels joyful. The service takes us 
through darkness into light and something happens to our emotions as we go 
through these acts. 
 
When we outline the service on the board during our review, and when we write 
up the outline of a normal Eucharist, we can write them side by side so that we 
see something like this: 
 
Vigil 
Service of Light 
Service of Lessons 
Baptism (or Renewal of Vows) 
Holy Communion 
 

Eucharist 
 
The Word of God 

[[Confession/Peace||Baptism]] 
Holy Communion

So, basically, we are once again taking part in a service emphasizing the shape of 
our life in Christ (and forming us into that life): we hear a word from God and we 
respond and are made one with God and with one another and we are sent out to 
carry God’s love to the world. 
 
So, if anything is different, what might we suggest that is? We could read one of 
the collects on BCP 295 (I’d suggest the first one). We can note how this prayer is 
asking God to do something for us, and that this “us” is the individual people 
praying in that church. But we can go and look at BCP 379 and the Proper Preface 
for Easter. Notice how “cosmic” this prayer is: Jesus takes away the sin “of the 
world” and his death destroys death. 
 
That is perhaps the thing to emphasize about the Vigil. At this service, we are 
emphasizing the very big picture (the one that we find in the whole arc of the 
Bible) of God’s love for the world, for all of creation. What happens in Jesus 
affects all of creation. During a normal Sunday Eucharist, these things are 
present, but the emphasis is a bit more local, a bit more narrow. We might say the 
emphasis on a normal Sunday is on the individual becoming part of a larger body 
(the church). At the Easter Vigil, the emphasis is on the larger, cosmic scope of 
God’s salvation and on the church’s role to play in that cosmic drama. The 
individual people in that room are part of that bigger picture. 
 
We’re not saying anything we haven’t said before. It’s just that the emphasis is in 
a slightly different place. When we start with the new fire, we are going all the 
way back to creation, to God’s first invitation to existence, “Let there be light.” 
And what we take part in when we are baptized is baptism into the very light 
through whom all things were made. When we take the bread and drink the wine, 
we partake in the flesh and blood of the one who existed before all things. That’s 
our emphasis in the Easter Vigil, but again we’re not saying anything we don’t say 
every week. We’re just stressing the big picture. It’s not just that I have heard the 
Word of God and responded with repentance and the love of God and neighbor; 
it’s that all of creation has heard that Word and is made new by the God who 
made it in the first place. 
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At the end of this lesson, it can be good to remind students of where we started: 
as baptized Christians, they “own” this church as much as we, their teachers, do, 
as much as their parents do. We can encourage them to take an active role in 
church – for example, as lectors or intercessors or servers – especially now that 
they have a better understanding of the kinds of things we believe. 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Today’s prayer can be the Collect for the Easter Vigil (BCP 295). 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be 
gracious unto us; the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace.  
 

Synthesis curriculum written by Jake Andrews for Trinity Episcopal Church, Iowa City, IA. 
Contact: trinityic@trinityic.org 319-337-3333. 
© 2017 Jake Andrews All rights reserved.
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Cheat Sheet 
 

10 minutes: Welcome, Prayer, Candle Lighting, Where we are 
 
Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into this room that we might grow to 
understand how our life together binds us with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and that same Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Discussion question: 
• For those of us who have been to the Vigil, did you notice anything 
different about the celebration of the Eucharist in that context? 

 
20 minutes: Outline the Vigil and the Sunday Eucharist 

 
Main point: The outlines are very similar but their emphases are a little different. 
 

Discussion questions: 
• What can we note about these two outlines? 

 
20 minutes: What are those differences? BCP 295 and 379 

 
Main point: These prayers help us see how the Vigil focuses on the big picture – 
God’s love for all of creation while the every day Eucharist is more about 
individuals in the church being made into one body in Jesus.  
 

Discussion question: 
• With all of this in mind, what does the Eucharist mean for you? 

 
10 minutes: Closing Prayer 

 
The Collect for the Easter Vigil (BCP 295). 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be 
gracious unto us; the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace. 
 


