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Week 24 – Baptism and Renewal of Vows 
 
As we approach the end of the lessons, we can use the liturgy of the Easter Vigil 
as a kind of summary of the year. This week, we’ll talk about baptism and next 
week we’ll talk about the Eucharist. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into this room that we might grow to 
understand how our life together binds us with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and that same Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Texts for Discussion 
 
• Easter Vigil (BCP 292–294) 
 
Primary Take Aways 
 
• At the Vigil, we welcome new members into the church and we renew our own 
baptismal vows. 
• Being a Christian involves a lifelong pursuit of God, of growing in our faith, 
hope, and love, so we need constantly to remind ourselves of what we have 
promised. 
 
Important Links to Previous Weeks (“Where We Are”) 
 
• Today is a summary of our entire unit on baptism. 
 
Important Background 
 
• See the unit on baptism. 
 
Structure 
 
We want to use this lesson mainly as a way of getting our students to talk about 
things they have learned in the previous year. So this outline will be shorter than 
normal because really what we want to do is let them think their way into things 
and to remind themselves and their teachers about what we have learned. 
 
First, let’s start by reminding ourselves of where we are in the Easter Vigil. We 
have lit the new fire and heard the Exsultet. We have read the stories of God’s 
mighty acts in history, and now we renew our vows. 
 
Remember, in the early church, this would be all the catechumens could hear, a 
summary of the faith and the Old Testament. They got to hear the Gospels and 
receive communion only after they had gone through the 40 days of learning 
what it meant to be a Christian and were baptized. So we are right back to where 
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we would have been before our own baptisms: taken up to the point where we 
have heard God’s promises and heard of God’s acts in history. Now we can take 
the next step and reject Satan and all his works and promise to serve God (and to 
love our neighbor). 
 

Discussion questions: 
• Can someone remind us of what we think baptism is? 
• What does baptism mean for you? If you haven’t been baptized, what do 
you think it would mean if you were? 

 
We want them to talk about water. We want them to link us to Jesus (through our 
diagram of the Trinity at Jesus’ baptism). We want them to talk about how 
baptism into Jesus links us to the church and to one another. We want them to 
talk about how time and place work differently for Christians. 
 
Our baptism is into Christ’s death and resurrection. It’s possible because the Son 
of God became human and because of his own baptism, where he fully identified 
with us. 
 
Beyond that, let’s see what they think! We also want to let them be free to ask 
questions. Especially students who have not been baptized, or ones who doubt 
the faith they were baptized into. 
 
If you get stuck, you can always break them into groups and get them to compare 
the Renewal of Baptismal Vows to the Baptismal Presentation and Examination 
and Baptismal Covenant. 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Today’s prayer can be the conclusion after the Renewal of Vows (BCP 294). 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be 
gracious unto us; the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace.  
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Cheat Sheet 
 

10 minutes: Welcome, Prayer, Candle Lighting, Where we are 
 
Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into this room that we might grow to 
understand how our life together binds us with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and that same Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Discussion question: 
• Where are we in the Easter Vigil? 

 
40 minutes: The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

 
Main point: Being a Christian involves a lifelong pursuit of God, of growing in 
our faith, hope, and love, so we need constantly to remind ourselves of what we 
have promised. 
 

Discussion questions: 
• Can someone remind us of what we think baptism is? 
• What does baptism mean for you? If you haven’t been baptized, what do 
you think it would mean if you were? 

 
10 minutes: Closing Prayer 

 
The conclusion after the Renewal of Vows (BCP 294). 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be 
gracious unto us; the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace. 
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