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Week 23 – Easter Vigil Lessons 
 
During the next three lessons, we will be examining the parts of the Vigil. We 
will also use the final three lessons as a kind of summary for the past few years. 
This lesson covers our first two years (the biblical narrative) while the next two 
– Baptism and the Eucharist – offer opportunities to remind ourselves of this 
year’s lessons. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into this room that we might grow to 
understand how our life together binds us with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and that same Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Texts for Discussion 
 
We’ll focus on the biblical narrative but we could look at the prayers and the 
psalms if we want. I would suggest we look at the ones your church in 
particular uses. [Square brackets are specific to Trinity IC.] 
 
• Genesis 1:1–2:2 
• Gen. 7:1–5, 11–18; 8:6–18; 9:8–13 
• Genesis 22:1–18 
• Exodus 14:10–15:1 [& 15:20–21] 
• [omit Isaiah 4:2–6] 
• Isaiah 55:1–11 

• [add Prov. 8:1–8, 19–21; 9:4b–6] 
• Ezekiel 36:24–28 
• Ezekiel 37:1-14 
• Zephaniah 3:12–20 
• Romans 6:3–11 
• Matthew 28:1–10

 
 
Primary Take Aways 
 
• At the Vigil, we hear and take part in the entire sweep of the biblical narrative. 
 
Important Links to Previous Weeks (“Where We Are”) 
 
• This week can be a summary of the years we spent on the OT and the NT. 
 
Important Background 
 
• See previous weeks. 
 
Structure 
 
In this lesson, our goal is to walk through the readings. At our church, we use this 
lesson as a way to prepare our students for their participation in the Easter Vigil. 
Many of them read the passages, so we spend time going through each one and 
discussing what it’s doing in the liturgy and what it tells us about the resurrection 
of Jesus. 
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We have readings from the entirety of the OT. From the Pentateuch to the 
Prophets and the Writings (in some churches). While the “history” books are left 
out, they are implied in the readings we have from the prophets.  
 

Discussion questions: 
• What is the passage about? 
• Why is it included in the Vigil? 
• Any passages you wonder why we left them out? What would they add? 
Which ones could we remove? 

 
Genesis 1:1–2:2: We have talked in weeks past about how important it is that we 
start with God creating something that was not himself, something that was “very 
good.” It shows us what God’s plan is for creation. It shows us he cares for 
creation. It means that suffering and death and evil are not what God wants. God 
gave humanity control over the earth to care for it. Humanity is standing in for 
God and taking care of the creation God made. 
 
In v. 2, the reader could be encouraged to change “while a wind from God swept 
over the face of the waters” to “while the spirit of God swept.” The reasons for the 
change are: it’s a better translation of the passage; it’s the traditional Christian 
translation of the passage; and it’s picked up in the renewal of our baptismal 
vows. If we say “wind,” the baptismal vow’s link to creation is lost. 
 
Genesis 7:1–5, 11–18; 8:6–18; 9:8–13: The flood story shows us what happened 
to humanity after the Fall. Humanity had grown so corrupt that only one 
righteous person could be found in all of creation. After the flood, God commands 
Noah and his family to go forth and take care of the earth. He promises not to 
destroy creation or to flood it ever again. 
 
This story is used in our baptismal liturgy: God saves Noah from the flood and we 
are saved through the waters of baptism from death.  
 
Genesis 22:1–18: Abraham has been called by God to be blessed so that he can 
bless all the nations. This blessing goes through his son, Isaac. And yet here God 
tests Abraham, to see if Abraham trusts him (Hebrews 11:17–19), and Abraham 
does trust God, that God would provide, as he tells Isaac. We have to be careful to 
remember this story is an attempt to understand who God is and what he says to 
us. We know from other places in the OT that God does not want human 
sacrifice; he abhors it. So the meaning of the passage is deeper than its surface. 
 
Abraham becomes a sign for God himself, who is willing to offer up his own Son, 
not to appease some nameless deity’s wrath, but because he loves humanity that 
much. And because he is the God of life, who restores to life those who have died, 
who calls into existence things that do not exist. 
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Exodus 14:10–15:1 [& 15:20–21]: This reading is the one that cannot be omitted 
each Vigil. That has two effects: first, we cannot forget that our faith claims to be 
indebted to Israel, God’s covenant people. Second, we read what happens on 
Easter as somehow deeply related to God’s salvation of Israel. So, once again, 
Jesus is associated with the Israelites just as he is associated with Noah (so before 
Israel existed). In other words, it’s like we said last week: God called Israel to do 
what all of humanity failed to do, but they didn’t. So – because God’s promises 
cannot be taken back – he came as an Israelite, as a Jew, and did what he 
commanded his people to do, as one of them, and just so as a human. So in his 
death, he was like Israel in Egypt, and in his resurrection, he was like Israel freed 
from bondage. He has broken the chains of death and set us free for life, just as 
God did for Israel. We read about the Red Sea and not the departure from Egypt 
because of its links with baptism: as Israel was saved through water, so are we. 
 
Isaiah 4:2–6: God promises to restore Israel and to be present with them just as 
he was when they were in the wilderness (a pillar of fire and a cloud by day). 
Once again, we are seeing something important here about our links to Israel. We 
cannot just forget Israel and God’s promises to Israel, even if his promises have 
now been (re)extended to the Gentiles. 
 
Isaiah 55:1–11: God promises abundance to his people. He promises (yet again) 
to make an everlasting covenant with his people. And the promise here makes 
explicit again what God said to Abraham: “nations that do not know you shall run 
to you.” God doesn’t just bless Israel to bless Israel. He blesses Israel to save the 
world. That makes Israel extremely important. We, Christians, are blessed 
because God blessed Israel. Our job is to continue that mission and take that 
blessing where God wants it to go: to everyone. 
 
Proverbs 8:1–8, 19–21; 9:4b–6: Here we have Lady Wisdom calling for us to 
listen to her. She promises rewards if we heed her call. Jesus was associated with 
Lady Wisdom as the early church tried to grapple with how he relates to God. He 
is God’s Word and God’s Wisdom. So here we get an emphasis on the Son of God 
who was before all worlds: God from God, God’s Wisdom, very God of very God. 
 
Ezekiel 36:24–28: God promises to bring Israel home from exile, to clean them 
from their idols. He promises to create in them new hearts and to write the law 
on their hearts (Love of God [no idols] and Love of neighbor). Paul tells us in 
Romans that that is just what God has done now through the Holy Spirit who has 
been given to us at Pentecost (and at our baptisms). 
 
Ezekiel 37:1-14: God shows Ezekiel a vision of Israel, who is like a valley of dry 
bones. They are in exile and may assume that God has forsaken them. Here, God 
shows Ezekiel that God can restore to life dry bones. He will bring Israel back to 
the promised land. God promises more than that. He shows that he is the God of 
life, who restores to life those who have died. Whether they are in exile or, as we 
will discover in Jesus, dead and buried and descended to hell, God gives life. 
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Zephaniah 3:12–20: Zephaniah promises that God has taken away the judgment 
he pronounced on Israel. God promises to be amongst his people again, to bring 
them back from exile. And when he does so, all the nations will pay attention. 
 
In the prophets, we see a longing for Israel’s forgiveness and restoration. And yet 
that doesn’t come completely even when they return. There is a gap between what 
the prophets promise and what Israel receives. We can also note how much the 
prophets say about the nations being gathered with Israel. So when we see Jesus 
lifted up and raised from the dead, we can see a moment where an Israelite has 
once again been abandoned by God and yet God is faithful. When Jesus is raised 
from the dead, we see God usher something new into creation. And, soon, there 
will be Pentecost, when God will begin to gather in the Gentiles with the Israelites 
in the great celebration of Jesus’ willingness to live in the Spirit of his Father up 
until the very end when he died though he was innocent, all so he could open the 
way for all of us to receive resurrection. 
 
Romans 6:3–11: At this point in the service, we have renewed our baptismal vows 
and we are in the “Christian” (meaning: after Jesus) period of the service. In 
Romans 6, Paul says our baptism is one into Christ’s death. But because of Jesus’ 
resurrection, we are not just baptized into death; we are raised to life in the Spirit. 
So we can in a real way say that our lives no longer belong to the world. They 
belong to God, just as Jesus’ does. And just as Jesus was filled with the Spirit for 
his life, so also are we now filled with the Spirit and enabled to love God and our 
neighbor. Just as Israel died and was figuratively brought back to life in Ezekiel, 
just as Isaac was rescued by God, just as Israel was called from Egypt, just as 
Jesus was called from death into life, so also have we been. At our baptism, we 
can literally say we are now dead, but – behold – still alive! 
 
Matthew 28:1–10: We cannot have the Easter Vigil without hearing of Jesus’ 
resurrection. It’s the end of the story, but not really the end, because Jesus 
promises to send the Spirit, which will guide the apostles into all truth and bring 
all the nations into God’s act of restoring the creation he made in the beginning, 
the creation that was “very good,” and we see that creation made new in Christ’s 
resurrection: where death cannot keep us down, where we are brought to new life 
and enabled by the Spirit to love God and one another. 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Today’s prayer can be the prayer after the Zephaniah reading (BCP 291) or any of 
the prayers really. 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be 
gracious unto us; the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace.  
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Cheat Sheet 
 

10 minutes: Welcome, Prayer, Candle Lighting, Where we are 
 
Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into this room that we might grow to 
understand how our life together binds us with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and that same Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Discussion question: 
• Can we get on the board what the narrative of the Bible is? 

 
40 minutes: Readings (use the ones your church will or did use at the Vigil) 

 
Main point: The readings at the Vigil take us from creation through Israel to 
Jesus. 
 

Discussion questions: 
• What is the passage about? 
• Why is it included in the Vigil? 
• Any passages you wonder why we left them out? What would they add? 
Which ones could we remove? 

 
10 minutes: Closing Prayer 

 
The prayer after the Zephaniah reading (BCP 291) (or any of the prayers from 
Vigil really). 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be 
gracious unto us; the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace. 
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