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Week 15 – Great Thanksgiving Rite II 
 
As Episcopalians, we have a few different versions of the Great Thanksgiving to 
choose from. This week, we’re going to look at Rite II, and we’ll continue our 
discussion about how the Bible informs the liturgy and how we are literally in 
the throne room of God. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into this room that we might grow to 
understand how our life together binds us with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and that same Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Texts for Discussion 
 
• Great Thanksgiving, Rite II (BCP 361-376) 
 
Primary Take Aways 
 
• While we have several different options, they all follow a similar format: lifting 
our hearts to heaven, recounting the history of salvation, the words of institution, 
and the communion itself. 
 
Important Links to Previous Weeks (“Where We Are”) 
 
• Remember our two images of the Trinity (Jesus’ baptism and creation) and 
where we are in the service. 
• Last week, we talked about how the entire Great Thanksgiving places us literally 
in heaven, at a place where heaven and earth coincide. That also applies this week. 
 
Important Background 
 
• These prayers are distinctive to the Episcopal Church. Rite I shares a lot with 
the original BCP and with the Scottish Liturgy. Here, we are dealing with liturgies 
that, while having links to the past, are recent. 
 
Structure 
 
In this lesson, our goal is, again, just to walk through the liturgy, to get the 
students to attend to it. Let’s start by getting them into groups and getting them 
just to look at the prayers; assign one prayer to each group. What do they notice 
about Rite II? What about how it compares to Rite I? 
 

Discussion questions: 
• Let’s take a few minutes and just look at Rite II. What do you notice? 
• How does it compare to what we looked at last week? 
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For a start, we’re dealing with four different possible prayers. There’s also a 
change from “with thy spirit” to “and also with you.” The difference is one of 
translation and has to do with how strictly we want to stick to the Latin. We’re 
also missing the Agnus Dei (“Lamb of God. . .”) and the Prayer of Humble Access. 
 
Prayer A: What can we note here? It seems pretty much the same until after the 
Benedictus (“Blessed is he who comes . . .”). This prayer recounts salvation 
history for us. There is more of a focus on us here, not just on God’s action in 
Jesus: “you made us for yourself”; “when we had fallen into sin . . .” Here we 
proclaim “the mystery of faith,” which we do not do in Rite I. We invoke the Holy 
Spirit in this prayer. We ask God to sanctify the elements and us. We pray God 
accepts our prayers and praises through Jesus (link to our baptism picture!). 
Then we pray the Lord’s prayer. 
 
Prayer B: Again, this prayer feels very much the same until after the Benedictus. 
In this prayer, we talk about how God has made known to us his goodness and 
love, and we do so again by a link to salvation history: Israel, the prophets, Jesus. 
Once again we get the same words of institution. We don’t proclaim the mystery 
of faith, but we do “remember, proclaim, and await.” This prayer gets us to look 
to the future, when all things will be made right, where we will receive the 
heritage of sons and daughters. We again pray God accepts our prayers and 
praises “through” Jesus here. Then we pray the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Prayer C: After the Sursum Corda, the prayer changes. There’s no Proper Preface. 
There is more call and response. Look at how modern the prayer sounds. It takes 
us back to creation and phrases it in terms of modern science before it refers to 
the fall – “But we turned against you” – and then we hear about the Law and 
prophets and sages, about the Son and about “a woman.” Then we sing the 
Sanctus. We ask for the Spirit to fall on the gifts of bread and wine, and then we 
get the words of institution. Then we invoke the “God of our Fathers” (which has 
been updated in our current usage to “God of our Fathers and Mothers”). We ask 
for more than solace and pardon (as we are doing through most of the other 
prayers) but also for strength and renewal. Again, we ask God to accept these 
things through Jesus. Then we prayer the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Prayer D: After the Sursum Corda, this prayer shifts. There’s still no Proper 
Preface. It focuses on God and makes even clearer how the eucharistic service 
takes place in the throne room: “Joining with them.” Then the Sanctus and 
Benedictus. We once again have the recounting of salvation history. We hear 
more about Jesus’ earthly ministry. We hear of the gift of the Holy Spirit. The 
words of institution are introduced by a quotation from John 13:1, bringing all 
four gospels into the mix. We ask for the Spirit to descend on us and on the gifts. 
The prayer closes again reminding us we are in heaven: “We praise you in union 
with them and give you glory through your Son . . .”. Then the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Discussion question: 
• Let’s make a list of the things all these prayers share in common. 
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• Opening salutation: “The Lord be with you” 
• “Lift up your hearts” 
• Sanctus/Benedictus 
• Words of Institution 
• “Through Jesus” 
• Lord’s Prayer 
 
Why are these important? First off, because they emphasize what is happening: 
we are entering God’s throne room, where we get to sing the song that the angels 
and archangels sing for eternity, the song that Israel sang when Jesus came to 
them on a donkey. Then, we recount what Jesus himself commanded us to do. 
Having done all of this, we are in a position where we can pray – together, in 
peace – to our Father, the one who is our Father precisely because we have been 
baptized into Jesus, so that all that we offer and pray and sing, we do through our 
relationship Jesus. That’s why we keep emphasizing baptism, why we keep 
emphasizing our corporate life in Jesus as the calendar follows his life, as the 
church lives it out week-by-week in the liturgy. 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Today’s prayer can again be the Collect “Of the Holy Eucharist” (BCP 252). 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be 
gracious unto us; the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace.  
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Cheat Sheet 
 

10 minutes: Welcome, Prayer, Candle Lighting, Where we are 
 
Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into this room that we might grow to 
understand how our life together binds us with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and that same Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Discussion question: 
• Someone remind us where we are in the liturgy. 
• Let’s get our pictures of the Trinity on the board. 
• Let’s get our picture of the Sursum corda on the board. 

 
20 minutes: Students comparing the liturgies 

 
Main point: Really, we just want them to look at them. I’d suggest we get them to 
focus on one at a time in their groups, then to get us to write important things on 
the board. First off, how Prayer A is different from Rite I. Then B from A etc. 
 

Discussion questions: 
• Let’s take a few minutes and just look at Rite II. What do you notice? 
• How does it compare to what we looked at last week? 

 
20 minutes:  

 
Main point: All the Great Thanksgiving prayers share a similar format and it ties 
us back to our image of Jesus’ baptism. 
 

Discussion question: 
• What do all four (five counting last week) have in common? 

 
• Opening salutation: “The Lord be with you” 
• “Lift up your hearts” 
• Sanctus/Benedictus 
• Words of Institution 
• “Through Jesus” 
• Lord’s Prayer 
 

10 minutes: Closing Prayer 
 
The Collect “Of the Holy Eucharist” (BCP 252). 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be 
gracious unto us; the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace. 
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