
Week 10 – Word of God 
 
This week, we begin discussing the liturgy of the Eucharist. We have discussed 
for weeks how the first section of the liturgy is the Word of God, God’s word to 
us, to which we respond. Today, we want to think a bit about what we mean 
when we say that the Bible is the Word of God. What is God’s word to us? 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into this room that we might grow to 
understand how our life together binds us with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and that same Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Texts for Discussion 
 
• Jeremiah 36:1-8 
• 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 11-12 
• BCP 357 
 
Primary Take Aways 
 
• When we say “The Word of the Lord / Thanks be to God,” we are lining up with 
a tradition that stretches at least as far back as the prophets. 
• We are saying that the words we hear from the Bible some how are, right now, 
God’s words to us. (That’s why there’s a sermon, to help figure out how.) 
 
Important Links to Previous Weeks (“Where We Are”) 
 
• Let’s keep in mind the two images we were keeping in mind in the past few 
weeks: the order of worship (Word of God, The Holy Communion) and the image 
of Jesus’ baptism, but this time with emphasis more on the Spirit going out from 
God in creation (so talking about the Son of God there being “the Word”).   
 
Important Background 
 
• The Christian tradition has always though that, somehow, God’s Word, Jesus, is 
connected to God’s word contained in the Bible. It’s one reason we reverence the 
Gospels and why the Gospel is carried out into the nave to be read by a deacon. 
Those stories tie us closer to Jesus who is God’s Word. 
• We also say that the Holy Spirit inspires the prophets who speak God’s word, 
“Who spoke by the prophets.” So again, we see the Trinitarian nature of our faith. 
• Sometimes people speak as though a group of bishops sat around in a room and 
decided which books belonged in the Bible and which ones didn’t, but the history 
is much more complicated an interesting than that. By the time Jesus was born, 
the OT was pretty much settled. And not by people declaring what books 
belonged but by synagogues over a vast range of places reading the same books 
because they found in them God’s word. The same for the NT. By the time 
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bishops sat down and declared what books were canonical, they didn’t really have 
to argue about anything except for if 2 Peter belonged in there and if Revelation 
belonged. The other ones are attested across a wide range of places over a long 
period. It’s pretty remarkable, actually, how much agreement grew in such a 
short time over such a great geographical distance. 
• Even the Gospels fit that pattern. There are fads now about the Gospel of 
Thomas or the Gospel of Judas, say, and there are several reasons why the early 
church didn’t go with them. Among them are: they do not seem to be as old as the 
four we have; they make Jesus something like a divine figure without all the 
messiness of his humanity; they were not attested in as many locations; and in 
spite of their claims to be written by people close to Jesus, the early church – 
when they had to do so – could make many arguments for why the four gospels 
do in fact seem to be written versions of eye-witness accounts while the other 
non-canonical gospels seem to be responses to versions already written down. 
(Contemporary scholars such as Richard Bauckham and Francis Watson have 
written whole books making similar points.) 
 
Structure 
 
In this lesson, our goal is to get students thinking about what we believe about 
the Bible, why we read it in church. It might be interesting to go up and let them 
see the book of the Gospels and compare it to the Bible on the lectern. Just to get 
them thinking about how distinctive that is, as another way to get us thinking 
about how the structure of our worship aids our understanding of things. 
 

Discussion questions: 
• Does anyone read their Bible regularly? Maybe you’d be willing to share 
why, or what you gain from it.  
• Why do you think we read the Bible every week? 
• If there are any lectors in the group, what does it mean to them to read 
these passages during the church service? 

 
Get a volunteer to read Jeremiah 36:1-8. The prophets heard a word from God 
and normally spoke it to the people, with the formula, “Thus says the Lord.” Here, 
the word comes to Jeremiah that he should write down what God says. Partly this 
is because Jeremiah is not allowed to go to the temple, so he gets his scribe 
(Baruch) to write down what Jeremiah has heard from God and then go and read 
it in the temple. Then the king and the people hear the words. Jeremiah is 
warning them of God’s impending judgment, and the people refuse to listen. 
 

Discussion question: 
• If this passage tells us something about what we mean when we say the 
Bible is the Word of the Lord, what might that be? 

 
God speaks to prophets, but prophets are located in one place, so they write down 
words so people can hear what God is saying to them. We should also be clear 
that prophets in the OT are not predicting the future in the way we sometimes 
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think. Instead, prophets spoke truth to power, much like Martin Luther King, Jr. 
did to the USA in the 1960s. In fact, in this passage, Baruch and Jeremiah are 
told they should go and hide before the king hears the message (36:19). 
 
We now need to consider why we still think the Bible applies to us today. Get a 
volunteer to read 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 13-14. 
 

Discussion question: 
• How does this passage affect our understanding of, say, Jeremiah? 

 
Paul here recounts the story of Israel as told in Exodus. He suggests that Jesus 
was there with them. He says that these things are in the Bible so that we can 
learn from them. He then walks through the commandments (idolatry, adultery) 
before saying that “these things happened to them as an example, but they were 
written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.” 
 
So, we can note here that there are two aspects to the biblical texts: their 
historical claims (things that happened as an example to the people who 
witnessed them) and their instructiveness for us. Here, Paul locates his readers as 
those “on whom the end of the ages has come,” and that means that what Paul 
says actually applies to us because we too live after the resurrection of Jesus, after 
God has sent his Spirit to us. So when we read scripture, we are reading texts that 
exist for our instruction. 
 

Discussion question: 
• If we think the Bible is for our instruction, how might that affect the way 
we read more problematic passages? 

 
For a start, we might say that we can separate out the history from the lesson. So 
just because Israel slaughtered people historically (in theory), we do not have to 
read that as being what God is telling us to do. In fact, we as Christians cannot 
read it that way because of the Gospels. This is why it is important that the 
deacon processes out to read the Gospel, because we think that God’s Word is 
Jesus. Jesus’ actions and his parables teach us how to read the Bible. 
 
Let’s look at BCP 357.  
 

Discussion question: 
• How is the Gospel reading different from the other one or two readings? 
What is the significance of that difference?  

 
When we say that Jesus is God’s Word, and when we connect that Word back to 
the word God spoke at creation when the Spirit hovered over the waters, we can 
say that in Jesus we see the clearest iteration of what God wants us to understand 
about who he is and what he wants us to do. It means that the OT, while still 
God’s word for us, needs to be interpreted in the light of Jesus, as do the letters of 
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Paul and the general letters. Jesus is the center of the Bible, as well as the one 
through whom all things were made and the one to whom all things are going. 
 
But if Jesus is so important, why do we still need the OT? Because without it, we 
cannot understand Jesus. Without it, we do not learn of God’s message for 
creation. Without it, we do not learn that people throughout the centuries have 
struggled to find out what God was saying, that they often times failed to hear 
God’s word clearly. Still God kept speaking. The OT could be read as one long 
argument with itself about who God is and how Israel should act towards other 
people. The NT continues that conversation and invites us in, us on whom the 
end of the ages has come. God wants humans to share his message with one 
another.  
 
Which is why we have a sermon. We are still trying to tease out God’s word to us 
in the present. We believe that the God who spoke then still speaks now, and we 
believe that because those books were God’s word to his people Israel and to the 
early church, that they in some real way still are God’s word. We just have to 
figure out how. Again, that’s why there’s a sermon! 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Today’s prayer can be Proper 28 (BCP 236). 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be 
gracious unto us; the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace. 
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Cheat Sheet 
 

10 minutes: Welcome, Prayer, Candle Lighting, Where we are 
 
Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into this room that we might grow to 
understand how our life together binds us with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and that same Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Remind us of where we are: Two portions of Rite II, baptismal pictures. 
 

Discussion question: 
• Does anyone read their Bible regularly? Maybe you’d be willing to share 
why, or what you gain from it.  
• Why do you think we read the Bible every week? 
• If there are any lectors in the group, what does it mean to them to read 
these passages during the church service? 

 
10 minutes: Jeremiah 36:1-8 

 
Main point: God speaks to prophets, but prophets are located in one place, so 
they write down words so people can hear what God is saying to them. 
 

Discussion questions: 
• If this passage tells us something about what we mean when we say the 
Bible is the Word of the Lord, what might that be? 

 
10 minutes: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 13-14 

 
Main point: The Bible is for our instruction, which means that we have to try on 
some level to separate out the historical stories from what God is saying through 
them. That’s why there’s a sermon. 
 

Discussion question: 
• How does this passage affect our understanding of, say, Jeremiah? 
• If we think the Bible is for our instruction, how might that affect the way 
we read more problematic passages? 

 
10 minutes: BCP 357 

 
Main point: Jesus is the center of the Bible, the one through whom all things 
were made and the one to whom all things are going. That means the OT, while 
still God’s word for us, needs to be interpreted in the light of Jesus, as do the 
letters of Paul and the general letters. We read them because we believe God 
spoke back then so, on some very real level, we can work to see what he is still 
saying through what he has already said. 
 



 6 

Discussion question: 
• How is the Gospel reading different from the other one or two readings? 
What do we think the significance of that is? 

 
 

10 minutes: Closing Prayer 
 
Proper 28 (BCP 236). 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be 
gracious unto us; the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace. 
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