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Week 8 – Baptism in the Triune Name 
 
In this lesson, we finally come to the act itself, the moment when water is 
poured on the candidate’s head, when the outward sign occurs and the inward 
grace is bestowed. We can think of this lesson as a summary for the unit on 
baptism. Because we have spent most of time on how baptism links us to Christ 
and to creation, bringing us into the church, I want to focus this week on the 
other component: forgiveness of sins. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into this room that we might grow to 
understand how our life together binds us with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and that same Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Texts for Discussion 
 
• The Baptism (BCP 307-308) 
• Examination (BCP 302-303) 
• Leviticus 16:20-22 
• John 1:29-34 
 
 
Primary Take Aways 
 
• To understand what we mean by “sin,” of which we are forgiven in baptism, we 
have to understand it as something bigger than our individual “wrong” actions. 
Only when we see “sin” as a burden that affects all of creation can we begin to 
understand what we’re being baptized into and freed from. 
 
 
Important Links to Previous Weeks (“Where We Are”) 
 
• Remind students where we are in the liturgy (in the Word of God section of the 
Eucharist, before The Holy Communion, where the confession and the peace are) 
• Remind students how Jesus’ baptism in water links us back to creation, where 
the Spirit went out from God and hovered over the waters 
• Remind students of our discussion in last three weeks: the oneness of God; how 
Jesus’ life and the gift of the Spirit made us start talking about God as Trinity and 
about how Jesus’ life and the gift of the Spirit bring us into the eternal life of God 
 
Important Background 
 
• The notion of “sins” as concrete actions that break arbitrary (or not so arbitrary) 
rules is not necessarily the most Christian understanding of what sin is. That use 
of the plural and singular can be a way of talking about the problem. In the 
Christian tradition (going back into the OT), the actions we do, the “sins,” are 
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breaking certain commands, but “sin” is something bigger, something we’re 
caught up in that is beyond us. 
• Holy Baptism says “forgiveness of sins,” but we can very easily think of this as 
less about baptism washing away every individual bad thing that we’ve ever done 
– though certainly that is part of its imagery and its reality – and more as 
severing that link between our old way of life – caught up in sin – and our new 
way of life – freedom in the Spirit. 
• Sin, even in the OT, is not necessarily associated with an individual’s actions. 
 
 
Structure 
 
In this lesson, our goal is to come to some kind of understanding of how we talk 
about sin as Christians. The forgiveness of sins is, after all, one of the inward 
graces bestowed by baptism. 
 
So, first things first, let’s read the section “The Baptism.” We can note in passing 
the Triune formula, which we’ve been talking about for the past few weeks. The 
prayer then says, “Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy 
Spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and 
have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy 
Spirit.” Let’s pause there and ask our first question. 
 

Discussion questions: 
• We’ve talked about sacraments as outward signs of inner and spiritual 
grace; we’ve talked a lot about how baptism unites us with Christ, because 
the water becomes something that in the Spirit links us to Christ and to 
creation, but we haven’t talked a lot about what we mean by the 
forgiveness of sins. When you hear the word “sin,” what comes to mind? 

 
We should write the kids’ answers on the board. My suspicion on the basis of 
previous weeks is that the answers will tend toward the “sins” side of the 
spectrum, less to the idea that “sin” is something beyond our control, something 
we’re caught up in. 
 
Let’s get them to flip back a few pages where we talked about the “renounce” 
questions and the “turning to” Jesus questions (BCP 302-303). When we talked 
about them, we talked about the early Christians literally turning to the west and 
renouncing the devil and his works and then turning east and accepting Jesus. 
Then they were baptized. So, there is this twofold act going on: renouncing and 
then on BCP 304-305, in the covenant, we covenant to do something positive, 
“with God’s help.” 
 
And that’s what’s going on here in the prayer after baptism: we thank God for the 
forgiveness of sins and new life in the Spirit. Now, with this set of images in our 
head, what might we mean by “sin?” 
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We’re going to struggle our way here towards an answer. Let’s ask another 
question. 
 

Discussion question: 
• Can you think of a time when there is no “good” or “right” decision, just 
two terrible decisions, when if you had your way you wouldn’t choose 
either one of them? 
• Can you think of times when one person’s decision has terrible effects for 
a lot of people? 

 
Of course there are numerous examples of such decisions. That is the reality of 
the world, of living with people who are making their own decisions, of being 
born in circumstances beyond our control. 
 
Let’s look at Leviticus 16:20-22. This passage is about the scapegoat. But the 
main thing we want to point out is how the scapegoat is carrying the burden of 
the sins of all of Israel out into the wilderness. So this passage emphasizes two 
things: first, that when we think of “sin” – or here “iniquities” – we should think 
of it as something like a burden. Certainly it’s a metaphor, but the metaphor is 
important for understanding what’s going on here. It’s not so much about the acts 
but about the fact that sin is something that weighs us down, that burdens us. 
Then the second point: sins and iniquities don’t just belong to individuals. 
Instead, they belong to the whole community of Israel. 
 
One more passage about sin as being bigger than “sins”: John 1:29-34. First, 
linking back to our Leviticus passage, we can note the way that Jesus is taking 
away the sin not just of Israel, but of the world. And second, we can note how this 
is tied explicitly here to baptism in the Spirit. 
 
Okay, so we want to sum up two things: the Bible, when it talks about sin, doesn’t 
just tie it to individual. It’s something bigger and more structural. It’s why we 
renounce Satan and all the evil forces that rebel against God, why we renounce 
the powers of the world. Why we turn our back on the world and face east, 
towards the altar, towards God. 
 
So let’s look back at the first three questions in BCP 302-303, the “renounce” 
questions. Before we get to our own personal sinful desires, we have to locate 
ourselves in a world where there are forces rebelling against God. We then get a 
question filling out what that rebellion looks like: corrupting and destroying the 
creatures of God. And only then do we get a personal question about our own 
sinful desires. So, the first question is about forces not loving God, the second 
about the fact that powers who don’t love God harm God’s creation. So the double 
love commandment is structured into these questions, and emphasizes that we 
are renouncing more than just doing bad things; we are renouncing the very way 
that the world is (now, after the fall) and turning to the one who created it, 
turning and putting our trust in Christ. And, with God’s help, we promise to live 
in a way that honors God precisely by bringing the flourishing of creation. 
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It is exactly within that context of sin as a bigger thing, something outside of us 
that is a burden, that we can begin to talk about what our individual sins look like. 
And we can do so because we now have a frame of reference to figure out what 
individual sins are. Things like not coveting and not murdering and not 
worshiping idols, these things are bad because they harm our relationship with 
our fellow creatures and they misunderstand what we believe about God, who 
created everything and longs for us to care for his creation, whether it is the 
natural world or our brothers and sisters who are outside the church. 
 
So let me try and tie all of our weeks together: in baptism, we perform an act that 
makes people members of the church. We wash them in water, that most 
elemental of things, and in doing so, we can say they are now part of the church. 
That is the outward sign. Inwardly, we have to press deeper because we talk 
about the grace bestowed in baptism being the forgiveness of sins and new birth 
in the Spirit; so we emphasize the specifically Christian understanding of water, 
how it ties back to Christ’s baptism and to creation, how that shows us something 
fundamental about what is going on: we are being united with Christ by the same 
Spirit that descended on him in the river Jordan, the same Spirit that hovered 
over the face of the deep in Genesis, when God created the world that was good. 
But we live in a world that is not always flourishing, where divisions between 
people exist, where violence against people and against God’s creation exist, and 
so we name those things “sin,” the sin that afflicts all of creation and which Christ 
takes away. And when we are baptized and buried with him, we are set free from 
that world of selfishness and greed and liberated to live in Christ’s new creation, 
in the world where our driving principles are about loving our neighbor and 
about doing things that lead to the flourishing of all life. We renounce the world 
of selfishness and greed, turn our backs on it, and in turning to Christ, we are 
sealed by the Holy Spirit and enabled to live a life that is one in keeping with 
God’s will for creation. We are, in essence, brought into communion with God 
and, together with our brothers and sisters in Christ, we are charged with living 
in the world and working to make it the kind of place God wants it to be. In short, 
we are brought into the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom we pray for every day 
when we pray the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Today’s prayer can be the prayer for all baptized Christians (BCP 252). 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be 
gracious unto us; the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace.  
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Cheat Sheet 
 

10 minutes: Welcome, Prayer, Candle Lighting, Where we are 
 
Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into this room that we might grow to 
understand how our life together binds us with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and that same Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Jesus’ baptism links us with creation. In the Eucharist, we are between The Word 
of God and Holy Communion, where the confession and the peace typically occur. 
 

20 minutes: The Baptism 
 
Main point: Before we can talk about our individual “sins,” we should think about 
what we mean by “sin.” 
 

Discussion questions: 
• We’ve talked about sacraments as outward signs of inner and spiritual 
grace; we’ve talked a lot about how baptism unites us with Christ, because 
the water becomes something that in the Spirit links us to Christ and to 
creation, but we haven’t talked a lot about what we mean by the 
forgiveness of sins. When you hear the word “sin,” what do you think of? 

 
20 minutes: The “Renounce” Questions (BCP 302-303) 

 
Main point: Before we talk about our personal “sins,” it might be helpful to think 
about “sin” as a burden that God takes away from us, from all of us, much as he 
does with the scapegoat in Leviticus. 
 
Read Leviticus 16:20-22; John 1:29-34 
 

Discussion question: 
• Can you think of a time when there is no “good” or “right” decision, just 
two terrible decisions, when if you had your way you wouldn’t choose 
either one of them? 
• Can you think of times when one person’s decision has terrible effects for 
a lot of people? 

 
10 minutes: Closing Prayer 

 
The prayer for all baptized Christians (BCP 252). 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be 
gracious unto us; the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace. 
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