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Week 7 – Thanksgiving over the Water 
 
We now come to the part in the liturgy where the points we’ve been weaving 
together over the past few weeks are seen, where we start to see the sacrament 
in action, where water becomes the water linking us back to creation and Jesus’ 
baptism and to the Spirit, where we see that the outward sign of being washed 
by water actually effects what it signifies because the water becomes holy. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into this room that we might grow to 
understand how our life together binds us with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and that same Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Texts for Discussion 
 
• Thanksgiving over the Water (BCP 306-307) 
• Genesis 1:1-3 
• Exodus 14 
• Luke 3:15-21 
• Romans 6:3-11, 8:11 
 
Primary Take Aways 
 
• For us, baptism is about creation before the fall, freedom from bondage, and it 
is a link to Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. It is about cleansing from sin and 
rebirth to new life so that we can go forth and love God and our neighbors and 
lead to a flourishing of all creation. 
• In other words, baptism looks backwards to Jesus’ earthly life and to creation, 
and it looks forward to the new heavens and the new earth. 
 
Important Links to Previous Weeks (“Where We Are”) 
 
• Remind students where we are in the liturgy (in the Word of God section of the 
Eucharist, before The Holy Communion, where the confession and the peace are) 
• Remind students how Jesus’ baptism in water links us back to creation, where 
the Spirit went out from God and hovered over the waters 
• Remind students of our discussion in last two weeks: the oneness of God; how 
Jesus’ life and the gift of the Spirit made us start talking about God as Trinity and 
about how Jesus’ life and the gift of the Spirit bring us into the eternal life of God 
 
Important Background 
 
• See previous important background 
• Our liturgy is in places pretty much entirely biblical quotations or allusions. 
This prayer is one such place. 
 



 2 

Structure 
 
In this lesson, our goal is really just to dig into this prayer, to get students to start 
to make connections between this prayer and the texts we’ve been reading for 
years, to see how they all fit together. 
 
So, first off, let’s break them into groups and get them to engage with the prayer 
themselves. To see if they can guess what Bible passages are present in them. 
 

Discussion questions: 
• What Bible passages can you think of or find that influence this prayer? 

 
Here’s a list I compiled, though there will be others. 
 
“Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation”: Genesis 1:2b. The 
translation we typically use (NRSV) does a weird translation (in the sense that it 
is a very recent mid-20th century translation that goes against both the Christian 
and Jewish traditions) when it says “a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters.” It should say: “the Spirit of God moved over the face of the waters.” 
Again, this links us back to creation, back to the elemental aspects of water. 
 
But we don’t stop there; the water has to be defined to show how it is for us 
something specific, something different from how other religions might see it. 
 
“Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the 
land of promise”: Exodus 14, Joshua 3, Psalm 78:53-54, etc. (This link begins in 
the NT, in Acts.) God promised Abraham that he would bless him to bless the 
world, and Abraham’s offspring were enslaved by the Egyptians. God rescued 
them and led them over dry land through the sea. The sea destroyed the 
Egyptians (we can interpret this nowadays a bit more symbolically) and was a 
sign that the Israelites were free now. (Of course, they caused their own problems 
when they refused to believe God, so there was quite a bit of time [40 years] 
between crossing the sea and entering the promised land.) 
 
“In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy 
Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ . . .”: Matthew 3:13-17, Mark 1:9-11, Luke 3:15-
21, John 1:29-34. The notion of “Messiah” ties us back to the hope of Israel’s 
prophets, to the prophet promised that would be like Moses. And we see here that 
the symbolism of water is further narrowed: from God’s people Israel to God’s 
Son Jesus, who is anointed by the Holy Spirit as he hears a word from God 
pronouncing that he is God’s Son. 
 
“. . . to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into 
everlasting life”: Romans 6:20-23. The passage here turns to us, the people 
standing in this nave who are about to be baptized, or who have been baptized, 
and it says what Jesus did for us, Jesus who was baptized in water, the water that 



 3 

ties us back to Israel and to creation, what he did for us, those of us who are here 
now. The past, we could say, begins to enter the present here. 
 
“In it, we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. 
Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit”: Romans 6:3-11, 8:11. So here we are 
now talking about the inward grace we mentioned a few weeks ago. What goes on 
in this water is that we are now seen as having died to our old lives and being 
raised to new life in the Spirit, reborn, so we might love God and our neighbors. 
 
In summary, the prayer has moved us from water as a general elemental thing 
through Israel and Jesus to what it does for us. And then it says: 
 
“in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to 
him in faith, baptizing them in the Name . . .” : Matthew 28:18-20. All authority 
has been given to Jesus and he tells us to go and make disciples. Remember Jesus’ 
lordship is not like human lordship. What we are doing, what we say happens in 
the water, is the rebirth of us into the new creation, where we have the Holy Spirit 
to lead us into the truth of loving God and loving our neighbors. 
 
When we ask God to sanctify the water through the Spirit, we are asking God to 
do something to the water that we pour into the font, so that when we perform 
the outward sign, the inward grace is not just signified, it actually takes place. We 
are saying that God is present in the water in a very real way, that the water is 
holy, set apart, and that when we are baptized in it, something really does happen. 
(Psalm 51:2: cleanse my heart from sin). 
 

Discussion question: 
• What is the logic of this prayer? What does it tell us that we Christians 
think about Baptism? 

 
So, what’s the point of all this? We are tracking how God has throughout history 
shown us what water is, how cleansing and powerful it is, and we are seeing how 
what we think about water is both connected to what other religions might think 
about it, but also particular to our own religion, and our own branch within that 
religion. For us, baptism is about creation before the fall, freedom from bondage, 
and it is a link to Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. It is about cleansing from 
sin and rebirth to new life so that we can go forth and love God and our neighbors 
and lead to a flourishing of all creation. When we are raised to new life in the 
Spirit, we are in a very real way already taking part in God’s new creation. 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Today’s prayer can be the prayer just before the Thanksgiving over the Water 
(BCP 306). 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be 
gracious unto us; the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace.  
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Cheat Sheet 
 

10 minutes: Welcome, Prayer, Candle Lighting, Where we are 
 
Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into this room that we might grow to 
understand how our life together binds us with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and that same Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Discussion question: 
• What Bible passages can you think of or find that influence this prayer? 

 
20 minutes: Group Discussion 

 
Main point: See what Bible passages your group can track down that sound like 
they influence the Thanksgiving over the Water on BCP 306-307. 
 

20 minutes: Comparing our Passages 
 
Main point: The prayer moves us from water at creation, through Israel and 
Jesus, to the very moment we’re all standing around that font. 
 

Discussion question: 
• What is the logic of this prayer? What does it tell us that we Christians 
think about Baptism? 

 
10 minutes: Closing Prayer 

 
The prayer just before the Thanksgiving over the Water (BCP 306). 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be 
gracious unto us; the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace. 
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