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Week 4 – Presentation and Examination 
 
This week, we begin digging into the baptismal liturgy’s different sections. We 
want to draw to the surface the biblical stories that inform these sections, and 
we want to help the students understand the kinds of things that we as 
Christians are saying and the reasons we do so. 
 
Depending on your students, you might not make it to the biblical passages. 
That’s okay. They’re there to help you have answers to questions that might 
arise, but the big take away from today is what is happening in the sacrament. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into this room that we might grow to 
understand how our life together binds us with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and that same Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Texts for Discussion  
 
• Baptismal liturgy, Presentation and Examination (BCP 301-303) 
• Genesis 3:1-7 (the Fall) 
• Luke 4:1-13 (Temptation of Jesus), Luke 23:33-34 
 
Primary Take Aways 
 
• Sacraments are outward and visible signs of an inward and spiritual grace 
• Baptism uses washing with water as the outward sign that communicates the 
inward and spiritual grace of God’s forgiveness of sins, of our burial with Christ, 
our resurrection into new life in the Spirit, and our being birthed into the church 
• As we approach the moment of baptism, we renounce (turn from) the ways of 
the world – selfishness and pride and these kinds of things – and turn to Christ 
 
 
Important Links to Previous Weeks (“Where We Are”) 
 
• Remind students of the order of service: Word of God | Holy Communion, and 
the way that the confession and absolution and the passing of the peace are the 
hinge of the service. Baptism fits there.  
• We are talking this year about our corporate life in Christ, which begins at 
baptism 
• The church literally follows in the way of Christ’s life during the church year 
• Last week, we discussed the way that baptism initiates us into Christ’s life both 
corporately and individually 
 
 
Important Background 
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• See “important background” section in lesson 3 
• In the early church, at the Vigil, catechumens would literally face west to 
renounce Satan and the powers of the world, before turning east to enter the 
waters of baptism. This literal movement is still seen in the pattern of the 
examination. 
 
 
Structure 
 
In this lesson, our goal is to ask what these questions mean, to try and get a grasp 
at what we are doing in the service. So, we might ask to start with what we mean 
by “sacrament.” 
 

Discussion question: 
• What is a “sacrament”? 

 
If the students get stuck, we could rephrase the question and ask them if they 
could name sacraments. If we have students who have Roman Catholic families, 
then they might list seven – baptism, confirmation, Eucharist, penance, 
anointing of the sick, holy orders, and matrimony – but we will stick to the BCP 
Catechism and talk about two “great sacraments” (as opposed to “sacramental 
rites”). 
 
Let’s start with the BCP definition: “The sacraments are outward and visible signs 
of inward and spiritual grace, given by Christ as a sure and certain means by 
which we receive that grace” (857). This is a good time to introduce the students 
to the fact that the catechism exists in the back of the prayer book. 
 
Let’s start with the “outward and visible sign”: here, we are talking about water 
and how it is poured on a person. But what do we mean by “grace”? Grace is 
God’s undeserved favor towards us. So what “undeserved favor” is signified by us  
having water poured on our heads? 
 
We are unified with Christ in baptism, and we are birthed into the family of the 
church, which links us back to Israel, breaking down the very us vs. them 
structure established in creation after the Fall (Israelites vs. the Nations, inside vs. 
outside). Our sins are forgiven, and we are baptized in the Spirit, enabling us to 
love God and love our neighbors, to break down the barriers that separate people 
from one another. 
 
So why water? Our students, in the first week, pointed out that water is 
“elemental.” For Christians, it links us to creation and to Christ’s baptism. But we 
can go even simpler than that: baptism is a washing, a cleansing. When water is 
used, it signifies cleansing and newness. 
 



 3 

At this point, I draw the picture of Jesus’ baptism and link the water to a picture 
of Genesis 1:2 and to a picture of a child being baptized. (Available on the 
website.) 
 
Before we move on, we should point out that we are not Baptists or Zwinglians. 
We think that there is something critical going on in sacraments that makes that 
outward sign actually do the thing it says it does. So the sign and the grace are 
tied together. When we are baptized, we are actually buried with Christ and 
raised to life in the Spirit. We are washed outwardly by water and cleansed 
inwardly by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Discussion question: 
• What are we being cleansed from? 

 
This can move us to a discussion of the questions of the candidates. I think it 
would be good just to read them out loud and to see if any of them jump out at us. 
For instance, what do we mean when we renounce Satan and all spiritual forces? 
After all, we don’t believe we live a three-tiered world – heaven, earth, hell – 
anymore. So why do we leave this in – aside from its link to tradition? 
 

Discussion question: 
• Does anything jump out at you? 
• Anything you have trouble understanding? 

 
Read Genesis 3:1-7. Talk about the Fall, how we mentioned in previous years that 
it set creation on a course that wasn’t the one God wanted for it. Talk about 
suffering and death, about the disruption of love between neighbors (Cain and 
Abel, Israel vs. Moabites, etc.). 
 

Discussion question: 
• Can anyone remember how the Fall fit into the overarching story of God’s 
relationship with creation? 

 
Read Luke 4:1-13. Talk about how Jesus undoes the sins we read about in the OT 
here. He is tempted by food (as were Adam and Eve) but he did not partake. He 
was tempted to worship something other than God – the cardinal sin of Israel. 
And he was tempted to take his own privilege as God’s Son and show it off to 
people – pride – but he didn’t (humility). 
 
Read Luke 23:33-34. Even at the moment we might reasonably expect Jesus to 
respond in anger, in vindictiveness, he responds contrary to what humans might 
expect. He asks God to forgive those who have unjustly convicted and crucified 
him. 
 

Discussion question: 
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• We just read the story of the Fall; anything jump out at you here about 
Jesus method of engaging with the devil? 
• Throughout human history, it is pretty common to think that if people 
attacks you, you have every right to attack them back. What Jesus does on 
the cross is actually really radical. Discuss. 

 
And so we can draw from these points that we might have difficulty believing in 
devils with tails and pitchforks, but we should have no trouble in believing that 
there are aspects of the world that are not as they should be, things that we 
should be turning away from (selfishness, hatred of our neighbor). Notice how in 
the first two questions, we are talking about rebelling against God and about 
destroying the creatures of God. In essence, we are saying here that we turn our 
back on the way the fallen world works, and we are prepared to live the kind of 
life that Jesus lived. That is why the final three questions bring us to the positive 
thing we’re doing: turning to Jesus, trusting him, and promising to follow and 
obey him. But what does that entail: at times, suffering like Jesus did. 
 
I do want to add that we should not be afraid to affirm that some people in the 
church find it impossible to believe in literal angels and demons, but that one of 
the great things about Christianity is how it reminds us that reality is far deeper, 
far more complicated than what we see with our eyes. And, unlike what science 
thought in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, in our day and age, we 
continue to grow ever more aware of how much we don’t understand. It goes 
along with our belief that, when we are baptized, something more than being 
washed with water is happening, or when we eat consecrated bread and drink 
wine, something more is going on that what happens when we eat the same but 
unconsecrated bread and wine at dinner. 
 
The questions end with the church promising to support those who are about to 
be baptized, reemphasizing the communal nature of baptism. The individual 
doesn’t just put on Jesus. The individual becomes part of Jesus’ Body, the church. 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Today’s prayer can be the Prayer at Baptism (BCP 254). 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be 
gracious unto us; the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace.  
 



 5 

Cheat Sheet 
 

10 minutes: Welcome, Prayer, Candle Lighting, Where we are 
 
Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into this room that we might grow to 
understand how our life together binds us with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and that same Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Discussion question: 
• What makes water special? Why is it so important for many religions? 

 
20 minutes: Presentation of Candidates and Catechism 

 
Main point: Baptism uses washing with water as the outward sign that 
communicates the inward and spiritual grace of God’s forgiveness of sins, of our 
burial with Christ, our resurrection into new life in the Spirit, and our being 
birthed into the church. 
 

Discussion questions: 
• What is a sacrament? 
• What are we being cleansed from? 

 
20 minutes: Examination of Candidates 

 
Main point: As we approach the moment of baptism, we renounce (turn from) 
the ways of the world – selfishness and pride and these kinds of things – and turn 
to Christ. The life we are being born into is not easy; it contradicts worldly “logic.” 
 

Discussion question: 
• Does anything jump out at you? 
• Anything you have trouble understanding?  

 
Genesis 3:1-7 and Luke 4:1-13 and Luke 23:33-34 
 

Discussion question: 
• Can anyone remember how the Fall fit into the overarching story of God’s 
relationship with creation? 
• Anything jump out at you here about Jesus method of engaging with the 
devil? What does Jesus’ response on the cross imply for our ethics? 

 
10 minutes: Closing Prayer 

 
The Prayer at Baptism (BCP 254). 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be 
gracious unto us; the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace. 
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