
 
A Service of Healing and Repentance for  

Gun Violence 
 

 
 
 

We gather together as people of faith to raise awareness of the scourge of gun 
violence, pray for healing for all those affected by gun violence, and renew our 

commitment to fostering a world filled with love and peace for all people.   





 

A Call for Healing and Repentance 
 
 

Invitatory Prayer 

Lighting of Candles 

These candles are lit in memory of those named and for more than 5,000 people killed by 
gun violence so far in 2018. 

We remember 2 year-old Tyler Aponte of Louisa, VA who loved playing with 
cars and trucks and was shot and killed in an unintentional shooting on May 
22, 2018. We pray for his family and especially for his 4 year-old brother who 
found and fired the gun, fatally hitting his younger sibling in the chest. We 
mourn the 8 children and teens who die from gun violence on an average day 
in America and for all those injured and killed as a result of unintentional 
shootings. We pray for their friends and families, and we especially pray for 
parents who have a lost a child due to gun violence.  
 
We remember Scott Beigel, Martin Duque Anguiano, Nicholas Dworet, Aaron 
Feis, Jaime Guttenerg, Alyssa Alhadeff, Christopher Hixon, Luke Hoyer, Cara 
Loughran, Gina Montalto, Joaquin Oliver, Alaina Petty, Alexander Schachter, 
Carmen Schentrup, Meadow Pollack, Peter Wang, and Helena Ramsey who 
were killed in the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, FL on February 14, 2018. We remember Glenda Ann Perkins, Sebika 
Sheikh, Cynthia Tisdale, Christopher Jake Stone, Shana Fisher, Angelique 
Ramirez, Jared Conard Black, Aaron Kyle McLeod, Kimberly Jessica Vaughan, 
and Christian Riley Garcia who were killed in the shooting at Santa Fe High 
School in Texas on May 18, 2018. We pray for all of those affected by the more 
than 20 school shootings already this year, and for the parents who send their 
children to school with fear and dread. We mourn the loss of life and the loss 
of innocence, and we pray for healing for the survivors' emotional and 
psychological scars that may never fully heal. 
 
We remember Melisa "Missy" Widger and her special needs daughter Nikki 
who were shot and killed in a domestic dispute on Easter Sunday this year 
near Tulsa, OK. We pray for the 50 women shot to death by intimate partners 
in the United States in an average month, and we pray for all the children, 
coworkers, and other innocents caught in the deadly crossfire of domestic 



violence.  
  
We remember Troy Schueller, a principal at Coeur d'Alene high school in 
Idaho, who loved the staff, students and parents that he served; who would go 
above and beyond to help in any capacity; whose passions included hunting, 
golf, traveling, music, cooking, and sports, and whose life was ended by suicide 
on March 21, 2018. We pray for the more than 21,000 Americans who die each 
year by suicide with a gun, and we mourn all those lives cut short due to easy 
access to guns in a time of crisis. We pray for the families and friends of 
victims who are left with questions and heartbreak in the aftermath of these 
desperate and fatal acts. 
 
We remember especially Hadiya Pendleton, a talented young woman who was 
shot in the back and killed at age 15 and in whose memory and honor the 
Wear Orange movement began. We mourn the more than 33,000 lives ended 
each year in the United States as a result of gun violence. We pray for the more 
than 80,000 people injured by gun violence each year and for all the lives 
irrevocably changed by gun violence. We pray for all victims of gun violence, 
particularly those who go unnamed and unnoticed by media outlets 
accustomed to gun violence in a culture where gun violence has become 
commonplace.  

Silence 

Song: Green Book 791 (omit stanza 4)       Peace before us 

Reading                       Isaiah 2:2-4 

2 In days to come 
    the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
    and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
3     Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
    to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
    and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 



    and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
4 He shall judge between the nations, 
    and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
    and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
    neither shall they learn war any more.  

Silence 

Song: Green Book 796 Unidos (Together) 

Reading           Rabata Statement against Gun Violence 

We at Rabata voice our support for policies and programs that promote gun 
control and prevent gun violence. We grieve the death, injury and emotional 
pain caused by gun violence in the United States and call upon women and 
men to work together against gun violence. 

As Muslims we are called upon to enjoin what is good and virtuous and to 
shun that which is ugly and immoral. Gun violence killed over 100,000 people 
in the last decade, which is four Pearl Harbors a year. This amount of violence 
is unacceptable. 

Our beloved Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said, when asked 
about the best of deeds, “Spread peace, feed people, and pray at night when 
others sleep.” We hope to pay heed to his words and spread peace on our 
streets, in our neighborhoods, and at home by standing against gun violence. 

Raise your voice against gun violence and be proactive for peace. 

Silence 

Song: Green Book 757            Will you come and follow me 
(sing stanzas 1 through 4, omit 5) 

 
Reading                         Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 

Bishop Sutton earlier spoke of an unholy trinity of poverty, racism, and 
violence. We are here because that unholy trinity has squelched life. We are 
here because that unholy trinity threatens the life of us all. But we are really 
here because there’s another trinity. There is another trinity that is not an 
unholy trinity; there is another trinity that is a Holy Trinity. It is a life-giving 



Trinity. It is of God who is a Creator, God who is a Redeemer, God who is a 
Sanctifier. One who is the Father, One who is Jesus, One who is the Spirit. A 
God who came to us in the person of Jesus and told us the way we live is not 
the only way – there is another Way.  

We must be about the business of the Holy Trinity, the business of the Jesus 
who came and taught us “you heard that it was said that life is cheap. You 
heard that it was said that violence is the way. You have heard it said that 
racism is okay. You have heard that it was said that poverty doesn’t matter, but 
I say unto you ‘Love your enemy, bless those who curse you, love the Lord your 
God and your neighbor as yourself.” We’re here because of that Trinity.  

And it is there my brothers and sisters that we will find the common ground. 
There are those who say Black Lives Matter. Black Lives Matter because all 
lives matter. Blue Lives Matter because all lives matter. All lives matter because 
all are children of the one God who created us all. When I was in Sunday 
School, we learned a song “Jesus loves the little children, all the little children 
of the world. Red and yellow, black and white, they are precious in his sight.” 
Jesus loves the little children, all the little children of the world. 

Y’all got to go forth, go forth into this world and proclaim that love is the only 
way. Go forth and proclaim that we will end the scourge of violence, we will 
make poverty history, and we will end racism because we all have one God 
who created us and we are all children of that one God and we are brothers 
and sisters one of another and all lives matter.  

As we prepare to go forth, we must go forth. We must not give up, and we must 
not grow weary. Those slaves used to say it this way “walk together children 
and don’t you get weary ‘cause there’s a great camp meeting at the Promised 
Land." So walk together children. And walk and change this world. 

The Lord be with You.  

People  And also with you.  

Let us pray.  

O God, you have made us in your image and redeemed us through your son 
Jesus. Look with compassion on the whole human family. Take away the 
arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts. Break down the walls that 
separate us. Unite us in bonds of love and then work through our struggle and 
our confusion to accomplish your purposes on this earth. That in your good 



time all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly 
throne. This we ask and pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Silence 

Elegy Gabriel Fauré 
Claire Sauder, violoncello; Jean Littlejohn, piano 

A Prayer for Peace After Gun Violence         Education for Justice 

“Thus says Yahweh: a voice is heard in Ramah, mourning and bitter weeping. 
Rachel, weeping for her children, refuses to be comforted, for her children are 
no more.” Jeremiah 31:15  

God, comforter of the broken and disheartened, We come to you plagued with 
an agonized grief after yet one more outbreak of senseless gun violence.  

We come to you, from the East to the West, from the North to the South, 
people of all ages, ethnicities, and walks of life.  

We represent one voice, the voice of bitter weeping echoing throughout our 
cities and resounding in communities throughout the world.  

As violence abounds, we sit in the darkness, sitting alongside the suffering on 
the mourner’s bench.  

We are Rachel, mourning with wordless sobs, the lives of those sacrificed on 
the altar of violence.  

We are Rachel, weeping for the wounded, for those whose minds and bodies 
are etched with painful memories of men’s unjustifiable rage.  

We are Rachel, lamenting with the families who have lost loved ones whose 
cries of despair join with those from tragedies of gun violence.  

We are Rachel, perplexed with troubled souls, and searching for answers, 
seeking to understand what would cause humans to inflict pain on their 
fellow sisters and brothers.  

We are Rachel, exasperated, grasping—crying out, “How long, O God?” How 
long will this wave of violence consume your people? 

 

 

 



Prayers 

Giver of Life and Love, you created all people as one family and called us to live 
together in harmony and peace. Surround us with your love as we face the 
challenges and tragedies of gun violence.  

For our dear ones, for our neighbors, for strangers and aliens, and those 
known to you alone, Loving God  
Make us instruments of your peace.  

God of Righteousness, you have given our leaders, especially Donald, our 
President, and Kim, our Governor, the members of Congress, the judges of our 
courts and members of our legislatures, power and responsibility to protect us 
and to uphold our right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. For all who 
bear such responsibility, for all who struggle to discern what is right in the 
face of powerful political forces, Loving God 
Make us instruments of your peace.  

God of Compassion, we give you thanks for first responders, for police officers, 
firefighters and EMTs, and all those whose duties bring them to the streets, the 
lobbies, the malls and the homes where the carnage of gun violence takes 
place day after day. Give them courage and sound judgment in the heat of the 
moment and grant them compassion for the victims. For our brothers and 
sisters who risk their lives and their serenity as they rush to our aid, Loving 
God  
Make us instruments of your peace.  

Merciful God, bind up the wounds of all who suffer from gun violence, those 
maimed and disfigured, those left alone and grieving, and those who struggle 
to get through one more day. Bless them with your presence and help them 
find hope. For all whose lives are forever marked by the scourge of gun 
violence, Loving God  
Make us instruments of your peace.  

God Who Remembers, may we not forget those who have died, more than 
33,000 annually, in the gun violence that we have allowed to become routine. 
Receive them into your heart and comfort us with your promise of eternal love 
and care. For all who have died, those who die today, and those who will die 
tomorrow, Loving God 
Make us instruments of your peace.  

 



God of Justice, help us, your children find our voice. Empower us to change 
this broken world and to protest the needless deaths caused by gun violence. 
Give us power to rise above our fear that nothing can be done and grant us the 
conviction to advocate for change. For your dream of love and harmony, 
Loving God 
Make us instruments of your peace.  

All this we pray in the name of God, our source of strength and hope.  
Amen. 

Silence 

Closing Prayers  

God of Peace, whose prophets healed the sick and cured the infirm: Fill us 
with strength and perseverance; that we, bolstered by faith, may carry your 
transforming love to a wounded and troubled world.  
Amen. 

The Closing Song can be found on the next page. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Closing Song   Dios de la esperanza (May the God of hope) 
 
         

 
 
 
 
 



“May the God of hope/Dios de la esperanza”: The Spanish text by Alvin Schutmatt (1921-1988) and the Argentine folk melo-
dy are in the public domain. The English translation is Copyright © 1990 Presbyterian Publishing/John Knox/Geneva Press. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703440. All rights reserved.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
List of Resources 

 
 

Bishop Alan Scarfe’s Essay in Response to the Las Vegas Shootings: 
http://iowaepiscopal.blogspot.com/2017/10/las-vegas.html 
 
Bishops United Against Gun Violence: 
 http://bishopsagainstgunviolence.org/ 
 
Education for Justice: https://educationforjustice.org 
 
Everytown Survivor Network - Everytown for Gun Safety:  
https://everytown.org/survivors/ 
 
Domestic Violence Intervention Program: http://dvipiowa.org/ 
 
Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America:  
https://momsdemandaction.org/ 
 
Rabbis Against Gun Violence: http://www.rabbisagainstgunviolence.org/ 

http://bishopsagainstgunviolence.org/
https://everytown.org/
http://dvipiowa.org/
https://momsdemandaction.org/
http://www.rabbisagainstgunviolence.org/

